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Application No,: 10/767,745 Docket No.: 713-1003 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (currently amended) A retaining member for holding and supporting an elongated 
element from in plastic, suited for retaining at least one lin e on a support , said retaining member 
[[( 45 )J] comprising: 

[[-]] a base portion attachable to basic body (2) with a mounting ar e a (3) for mounting on 
the suppor t; and (45) and at l e ast on e retaining area (9> 10) with - at l e aot on e lin e Boating (23 to 26) 
for at least - one lin e , and 

a holding portion connected to said base portion and comprising a recess for holding the 
elongated element therein, said recess comprising: 

a tubular portion; and 

[[-]] a-line seating (23 - to - 26) which, at th e insido, hao a plurality of spaced r e sili e nt ribs 
(32 to 31) whioh proj e ct beyond the inside at different overhangp extending radially inwardly from 
said tubular portion to have different radial heights . 

2-11. (canceled) 

12. (new) The retaining member as claimed in claim 1, wherein said ribs are elongated 
in a circumferential direction of said tubular portion. 

13. (new) The retaining member as claimed in claim 12, wherein said base portion is 
made of a harder plastic material and said ribs and said tubular portion are made of a softer plastic 
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material. ' 

14. (new) The retaining member as claimed in claim 12, wherein said elongated ribs 
describe circular or helical curves. 

1 5. (new) The retaining member as claimed in claim 12, wherein said ribs are disposed 
at a uniform spacing in an axial direction of said tubular portion. 

16. (new) The retaining member as claimed in claim 12, wherein said ribs include first 
ribs having a greater radial height and second ribs having a smaller radial height, and wherein said 
first and second ribs are alternatingly arranged in an axial direction of said tubular portion. 

17. (new) The retaining member as claimed in claim 12, wherein said ribs include first 
ribs having a first radial height and second ribs having a second radial height smaller than the first 
radial height, and wherein a first width of said first ribs at tops thereof is smaller than a second 
width of said second ribs at tops thereof. 

1 8. (new) The retaining member as claim in claim 1 7, wherein the first radial height of 
said first ribs is greater than the first width at the tops of said first ribs. 

19. (new) The retaining member as claimed in claim 17, wherein the second radial 
height of said second ribs is smaller than the second width at the tops of said second ribs. 

20. (new) The retaining member as claimed in claim 1 , wherein 

said ribs comprise at least one first rib having a first radial height and a plurality of second 
ribs having a second radial height smaller than the first radial height; 

said holding portion further comprises an elongated slot for allowing insertion of the 
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elongated element into said recess via said elongated slot; and 

said elongated slot has opposite elongated edges extending in an axial direction of said 
tubular portion and said first rib is spaced, in a circumferential direction of said tubular portion, 
from each of the edges of said elongated slot by at least one of said second ribs, 

21. (new) The retaining member as claimed in claim 20, wherein said base portion is 
made of a harder plastic material and said first and second ribs are made of a softer plastic material. 

22. (new) The retaining member as claimed in claim 20, wherein said first and second 
ribs are elongated in the axial direction of said tubular portion, and alternatingly arranged in the 
circumferential direction of said tubular portion with a uniform spacing. 

23. (new) The retaining member as claimed in claim 20, wherein said first and second 
ribs are elongated in the axial direction of said tubular portion and alternatingly arranged in the 
circumferential direction of said tubular portion, and wherein said alternatingly arranged ribs 
include at least three said first ribs and at least three said second ribs. 

24. (new) The retaining member as claimed in claim 20, wherein said holding portion 
includes at least three said first ribs two of which are arranged along the edges of said lot. 

25. (new) The retaining member as claimed hi claim 20, wherein a first width of said 
first rib at a top thereof is smaller than a second width of said second ribs at tops thereof. 

26. (new) The retaining member as claim in claim 25, wherein the first radial height of 
said first rib is greater than the first width at the top of said first rib. 

j 27. (new) The retaining member as claimed in claim 25, wherein the second radial 

i 
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height of said second ribs is smaller than the second width at the tops of said second ribs. 

28. (new) The retaining member as claimed in claim 20, wherein a top of said first rib 
describes a convex curve and tops of said second ribs describe concave curves. 

29. (new) The retaining member as claimed in claim 20, further comprising a further 
holding portion connected to said base portion and comprising a further recess for holding another 
elongated element therein, said further recess having a smooth inner surface free of ribs or teeth; 

wherein said holding portions are positioned on opposite sides of said base portion. 

30. (new) The retaining member as claimed in claim 21, further comprising a resilient 
contact element adapted to bear against a surface of the support when said base position is attached 
to the support, said resilient contact element being made from the same plastic material as said first 
and second ribs. 

31. (new) In combination, 
an elongated element; and 

a retaining member for holding and supporting said elongated element from a support, said 
retaining member comprising: 

a base portion attachable to the support; and 

a holding portion connected to said base portion and comprising a recess holding the 
elongated element therein, said recess comprising: 
a tubular portion; and 

a plurality of spaced ribs extending radially inwardly from said tubular portion, said ribs 
including at least a first rib having a first radial height and at least a second rib having a second 
radial height smaller than the first radial height; 

wherein said elongated element is resiliently supported in said recess by said first rib to be 
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radially spaced from said second rib and said tubular portion, said first rib being elastically 
deformable to allow said elongated element to come to rest on said second rib without allowing said 
elongated element to contact said tubular portion and said base portion. 

32. (new) The combination of claim 31, further comprising 
said support to which said base portion is attached; and 

a resilient contact element that bears against the support and spaces said base portion from 
said support; 

wherein said base portion is made of a harder plastic material whereas said first and second 
ribs, said tubular portion and said resilient contact element are made of a softer plastic material. 
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